seldom that we see a case of pure intestinal obstruction. Nearly always there are interwoven with the symptoms and signs of intestinal obstruction the symptoms and signs of intestinal strangulation. In our minds we should keep this clear, remembering, too, that in the later stages peritoneal infection is added still further to complicate, the picture.
When we are faced with a patient in whom these problems arise, inquiry into the previous history will often give valuable pointers. Of course patients frequently misinterpret symptoms, and mild obstructive symptoms which often precede -it may be for years-the actual onset of acute obstruction are described as "indigestion" or merely "wind." There may be clearly defined attacks subsiding spontaneously, which correspond to periods when acute obstruction has been avoided only by the thinnest margin. This 
